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e  would  like  to  welcome  our  two  new  District  Representatives, 
Charles  Hanson  and  Mark  Gruener.  Most  of  you  know  Charlie 
who  was  the  local  DES  Coordinator  for  Liberty  and  Toole  Counties.  He  will  be  the  District 
Representative  for  District  5  based  in  the  Billings  area.  Mark  is  a  retired  Army  Officer  with 
experience  in  floods,  urban  search  and  rescue,  and  recovery  from  large  incidents  such  as  hur- 
ricanes. Mark  will  be  in  District  6  out  of  the  Lewistown  area. 

The  warmer  than  usual  and  very  dry  spring  has  raised  many  concerns  about  drought  issues 
and  a  potentially  active  fire  season.  We  would  encourage  you  to  become  familiar  with  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  procedures  for  drought  documentation  and  potential  services. 
The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  is  the  lead  agency  in  Mon- 
tana for  fires,  so  it  would  be  valuable  to  keep  abreast  of  the  fire  potential  through  your 
county  fire  warden  and  regional  DNRC  contact. 

We  are  currently  working  with  FEMA  in  preparation  for  our  Federal  Fiscal  Year  1999  Coop- 
erative Agreement.  There  are  many  federal  budget  issues  that  could  affect  this  agreement  as 
well  as  new  initiatives  such  as  Weapons  of  Mass  Destruction  and  Project  Impact.  We  will 
keep  you  informed  when  definitive  information  becomes  available. 


We  hope  this  springtime  has  been  safe  and  productive  for  you. 


Administrator 
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State  of  Montana 

Disaster  &  Emergency  Services 


/^^ig  News!  FEMA  has  started  contributing 
Jy  to  our  newsletter.  Be  sure  to  read  their 
articles  (ACT  NOW)  as  they  contain  some  in- 
teresting information  that  you  will  surely  be 
able  to  use.   1  am  thrilled  they  are  participating. 
The  more  good  information  we  have,  the  better 
able  we  will  be  to  provide  superior  service  to 
ourselves  and  our  customers.  Additionally,  the 
SBA  has  contributed  a  couple  of  articles  con- 
taining some  ver>' valuable  information  and 
some  interesting  facts. 

1  hope  you  are  enjoying  the  weather.   Don't  tor- 
get  -  even  fabulous  weather  like  this  poses  some 
concerns  for  those  of  us  in  the  disaster  business. 
Drought,  livestock  concerns,  and  maybe 
even  a  fire  season 
could  present  some 
potential  problems.  Take  care  &l 
have  a  great  summer! 

Until  Next  Time! 
Monique  T.  Lay 

Newsletter  Editor 
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Thank  you  to  the  toUowing  for  contribut- 
ing to  this  newsletter: 

Jim  Greene,  Marlys  Cain,  Fred  Cowie, 
Dan  McGowan,  Larry  Akers,  Fred  Nae- 
her,  Bill  Thomas,  Tootie  Marks,  Wilma 
Puich,  the  Federal  Emergency  Manage- 
ment Agency,  and  the  US  Small  Busi- 
ness Administration. 
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20  Ways  to  Talk 
Not  Argue 

Instead  of  this Say  This 


Battle  of  the  Sexes 

Critique 

Fight 

Both  Sides 

Debate 

The  Other  Side 

Having  an  Argument 

The  Opposite  Sex 

War  on  Drugs 

Litigation 

Provocative 

Most  Controversial 

Polarize 

Attack-Dog  Journalism 

Automatic  Opposition 

Focus  on  Differences 

Win  the  Argument 

The  Opposition  Party 

Prosecutorial  Reporting 

The  Argument  Culture 


Relations  between  women  &  men 

Comment 

Discussion 

All  sides 

Discuss 

Another  Side 

Making  an  Argument 

The  Other  Sex 

Solving  the  Drug  Problem 

Mediation 

Thought-Provoking 

Most  Important 

Unify 

Watchdog  Journalism 

Genuine  Opposition 

Search  for  Common  Ground 

Understand  Another  Point  of  View 

The  Other  Party 

Investigative  Reporting 

The  Dialogue  Culture 

Deborah  Tannen 


Year  of 
THE  Drought? 


m         he  possibility  of  drought  con- 
m  ditions  in  Montana  is  depen- 

dent on  the  precipitation  received  this  spring. 
Some  counties  are  already  working  with  their 
local  Fami  Service  Agency  OtTices  to  asses 
the  existing  dry  conditions.  In  order  to  expe- 
dite Natural  Disaster  Determination  Requests 
through  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  with  re- 
gard to  drought  conditions  and  CRP  issues,  it 
is  imperative  that  the  DES  coordinators  work 
closely  with  their  local  Farm  Service  Agency 
and  act  as  the  liaison  for  the  County  Commis- 
sioners. If  it  is  determined  that  a  request  for  a 
Natural  Disaster  Determination  is  appropri- 
ate, the  commissioners  must  submit  their  re- 
quest with  support  documentation  to  the  Gov- 
ernor with  a  copy  to  State  Disaster  and  Emer- 
gency Services. 

Secretary  of  Agrieultnre 

Natural  Disaster  Determination 

Flow  Chart 

County  Commissioner 


original 


State  Emergency  Board  Secretary 

I      a^^-'^  Agriculture 

County  Emergency  Board 
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State   Emergency  Board 


Farm  Service  Agency 
(National  Office) 


The  following  diagram  outlines  the  process 
the  request  will  follow  before  approval  or  dis- 
approval by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  It 
is  important  to  note  that  the  assessment  pro- 
cess and  its  outcome  is  dependent  on  the  crop 
season  production  results.  This  factor  is  the 
reason  it  is  so  important  to  interface  with  the 
local  Farm  Service  Agency  Office  to  facili- 
tate the  proper  timing  for  request  submission. 
If  you  have  any  questions  with  regard  to  the 
process,  contact  Dan  McGowan  at  841-3964. 

Contributed  by: 
Dan  McGowan 


The  Process 

^  County  Commissioners  send  the 
request  letter  for  a  detennination 
to  the  Governor. 

^-   Governor  sends  a  request  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  agriculture 
with  a  copy  to  the  State  USDA 
Farm  Service  Agency. 

•^^  The  Farm  Service  Agency  as- 
sesses and  verifies  the  damage 
information. 

^   The  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
makes  the  determination  to  ap- 
prove or  disapprove  the  request 
and  notifies  the  Governor  of  the 
decision. 
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A  special  announcement  from... 

FEMA's  Communit>  &  Family  Preparedness  Program 

February  1 998  -  Are  you  working  on  your  com-  jo  download  the  guide  from  FEMA's  Web  site 


pany's  first  emergency  management  plan?  En- 
hancing an  ongoing  contingency  program?  The 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA)  has  information  for  you. 

T    T    ▼    T    T    T    T 

^  And  it's  free!  ^ 

▲▲▲▲▲▲▲ 


The  Emergency  Management  Guide  for  Business 
&  Industr>'  is  a  78-page  step-by-step  approach  to 
emergency  planning,  response  and  recovery  for 
companies  of  all  sizes. 

"While  the  content  of  the  guide  is  quite  exten- 
sive, we  try  to  keep  the  planning  process  itself  as 
simple  as  possible,"  said  John  McKay,  Superin- 
tendent of  FEMA's  Emergency  Management  In- 
stitute. "We've  re-issued  the  guide  to  meet  the 
growing  demand  for  planning  information." 

The  FEMA  guide,  applicable  to  almost  any 
emergency,  offers  a  4-step  planning  process:   1) 
how  to  establish  a  planning  team.  2)  how  to  con- 
duct a  vulnerability  analysis,  3)  how  to  develop 
the  plan  and  4)  how  to  implement  the  plan. 

The  guide  has  emergency  planning  checklists 
covering  such  issues  as: 

Training 

Direction  and  control 

Communications 

Life  safety 

Property  protection 

Community  outreach 

Recovery  and  restoration 

Preparedness  guidance  on  a  range  of  hazards 


_*$*_ 


(http://www.fema.gov).  click  on  "Preparedness. 
Training  and  Exercises  Room"  in  the  "Virtual 
Library."  Or  call  1-800-480-2520  to  order  a  hard 
copy. 

The  guide  was  produced  by  FEMA's  Community 
&  Family  Preparedness  Program  in  cooperation 
with  the  American  Red  Cross.  American  Insur- 
ance Association.  American  Textile  Manufactur- 
ers Institute.  Building  Owners  and  Managers  As- 
sociation International.  Chemical  Manufacturers 
Association.  Fertilizer  Institute.  National  Associ- 
ation of  Manufacturers.  National  Commercial 
Builders  Council  of  the  National  Association  of 
Home  Builders,  National  Coordinating  Council 
on  Emergency  Management.  National  Emer- 
gency Management  Association.  National  Indus- 
trial Council  —State  Associations  Group,  New 
Jersey  Business  &  Industry  Association.  Pacific 
Bell,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Emergency  Manage- 
ment Agency. 

The  approaches  described  in  the  guide  are  of- 
fered as  recommendations,  not  regulations. 
There  are  no  reporting  requirements  associated 
with  the  publication. 

FEMA's  Community  &  Family  Preparedness 
Program  works  to  help  the  public,  communities, 
businesses  and  other  organizations  prepare  for  a 
range  of  disasters.  For  program  information, 
e-mail  CFP  Program  Manager  Ralph  Swisher  at 
ralph.swisher@fema.gov. 
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HAZARD  MITIGATION 
OFFICE  ADDS  STAFF 


(pt%  a  result  of  the  three  recent  presi- 
y^  dential  disaster  declarations,  the 
work  load  in  the  office  of  the  State  Hazard 
Mitigation  Officer  (SHMO)  has  increased 
exponentially.  There  are  three  separate 
Hazard  Mitigation  Grant  Program  (HMGP) 
application  processes  in  various  stages. 
Under  these  three  we  now  have  twenty-five 
HMGP  projects  and  more  coming  in.  The 
majority  of  our  grant  applications  are  at 
FEMA  Region  VIII.  Several  times  a  day 
we  communicate  with  FEMA  or  the  appli- 
cant in  an  effort  to  expedite  the  approval 
process.  A  few  projects  have  been  ap- 
proved and  we  are  beginning  to  oversee 
their  construction  phase.  In  early  March. 
1998, 1  received  authority  and  funding  from 
FEMA  for  two  temporary  part  time  posi- 
tions. Mr.  Jerry  Smithers  is  on  board  and  is 


the  HMGP  project  manager.  Jerry  is  re- 
tired from  the  Montana  Army  National 
Guard  and  lives  in  Helena  with  his  wife 
Darlene.  Jerry  is  the  guy  who  will  oversee 
the  daily  workload  of  grant  related  activi- 
ties. Mr.  Richard  (Dick)  Nelson  formerly  a 
Department  f  Military  Affairs  financial 
manager  has  joined  our  team  and  is  the 
HMGP  financial  manager.  You  can  imag- 
ine the  amount  of  financial  bureaucracy  in- 
volved with  the  HMGP.  Dick's  primary 
job  is  to  keep  me  out  of  trouble.  He  also 
resides  in  Helena  with  his  wife  Jane. 

With  these  two  guys  looking  out  for  me.  I 
can  get  on  with  other  mitigation  related 
items  such  as  Project  Impact,  (see  article  on 
page  7  of  this  newsletter). 

Contributed  By. 
Larry  Akers 
MT  SHMO 


NOTICE:  The  Drought  Advisory'  Committee  will  meet  June  11.  1998  at  9:30  a.m. 
ill  the  Capitol.  Please  note  this  as  the  date  has  been  changed  from  June  4. 
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A  special  announcement  from... 
FEMA's  Community  &  Family 
Preparedness  Program 

CD-ROM  for  Disaster  Educators 
Now  Available 


N. 


in  addition  to  PDF  files,  which  look  like  im- 
ages printed  from  the  Internet,  the  FEMA 
Disaster  Preparedness  &  Mitigation  Library 
on  CD-ROM  includes  high  resolution  printer 
files  and  instructions  for  producing 
high-quality  color  brochures  at  a  professional 
print  shop.   PC  and  Mac  computer  discs  are 
^^^^^BMi^  included  in  the  package. 


ow  available  is 
the  FEMA  Disaster 
Preparedness  &  Miti- 
gation Library  on 
CD-ROM.     "This 
gives  disaster  educa- 
tors another  option 
for  high  quality  ^■"■""^^^ 

printed  materials,"  said  Kay  Goss,  As 
sociate  Director  for  Preparedness,  Training 
and  Exercises.  "They  can  get  the  job  done 
right  in  their  own  communities." 

FEMA's  CD-ROM  library  offers: 

Ready-to-print  materials  on  floods,  earth- 
quakes, hurricanes,  winter  storms,  wildland 
fires  and  other  disasters  -many  are 
co-logoed  by  the  American  Red  Cross  and 
the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Ad- 
ministration 

Information  on  disaster  preparedness,  miti- 
gation, response  and  recovery,  including 
new  brochures  on  how  to  reduce  financial 
hardships  caused  by  disasters 

Emergency  planning  guidance  for  busi- 
nesses and  manufacturers 

FEMA's  Good  Ideas  Book  with  activities, 
case  studies  and  resources  for  educating 
children,  homeowners  and  others. 


February  1998  -With  a  click  of  a 
mouse,  emergency  managers,  fire  safety 
educators  and  community  volunteers 
now  have  instant  access  to  brochures, 
fact  sheets,  activity  guides  and  other 
resources  for  raising  awareness  and 
educating  the  pubuc  about  disasters. 


"Educators  need  access  to 
good  information,"  said 
John  McKay,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Federal  Emer- 
gency Management 
Agency's  (FEMA)  Emer- 
^^^^■■■■^^^  gency  Management  Insti- 
tute.  "There's  no  need  to  reinvent  the 
wheel." 

Is  this  product  for  you? 

The  FEMA  CD-ROM  Library  is  specifically 
designed  for  disaster  educators  who  provide 
information  about  multiple  hazards,  and  who 
want  to  produce  high-quality  educational  ma- 
terials at  a  professional  printshop.   People 
wanting  single  copies  of  materials  can  obtain 
them  from  the  FEMA  web  site  at 
www.fema.gov. 


"Educators  need  access  to 
good  information" 


To  order  the  FEMA  Disaster  Preparedness  & 
Mitigation  Library  on  CD-ROM,  call: 

/•  202-736- 1648 
or  e-mait: 

valca_valentine@oar-wash.com 

For  program  information,  e-mail  CFP  Pro- 
gram Manager  Ralph  Swisher  at: 

ralph.swisher@fema.gov 
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^y    DISASTER  RESISTANT  COMMUNITIES 
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y  now  many  of  you  have  heard  or  read  about  Project  Impact.  I 
just  wanted  to  share  some  thoughts  about  the  concept  and  at  the  same 
time  explain  what  we  at  the  state  level  are  doing  in  this  regard. 


Project  Impact  came  about  as  a  result  of  an  initiative  by  FEMA  Director.  James  Lee 
Witt.  It  is  more  of  a  concept  than  a  program.  It  is  about  government,  local,  state, 
and  federal  forming  partnerships  with  private  business  and  industry  to  mitigate  against  dis- 
asters before  they  happen.  In  1997,  a  pilot  program  began  with  seven  communities  across 
the  country.  FEMA  signed  official  memoranda  of  agreement  with  these  pilot  communities 
and  provided  money  for  disaster  resistant  initiatives.  Last  December,  FEMA  Region  VIII 
requested  we  nominate  one  city  in  Montana  as  a  candidate  for  the  1998  Project  Impact  pro- 
gram. Libby  was  nominated,  as  it  has  had  the  highest  incidence  of  disasters  in  this  state  for 
the  past  three  years.  We  have  attended  two  Project  Impact  community  meetings  in  Libby. 
They  are  in  the  early  stages  of  forming  partnerships  and  identifying  hazards  and  community 
vulnerability.  We,  as  a  state  agency,  are  in  effect  a  member  of  Libby's  Project  Impact  com- 
mittee. 


Additional  funding  may  become  available  in  the  future,  we  simply  do  not  know.    When  we 
find  out  how  FEMA  plans  to  handle  next  year's  program,  we  will  provide  information  pack- 
ets. Meanwhile,  we  encourage  all  communities  in  Montana  to  begin  forming  partnerships 
and  identifying  hazards,  because  we  need  to  change  the  way  we  deal  with  disasters.  We 
should  be  doing  this  whether  there  is  a  federal  funding  program  or  not.  As  James  Lee  Witt 
said,  "We  must  break  the  damage-repair,  damage-repair  cycle,  and  have  communities  and 
businesses  come  together  to  reduce  the  costs  of  future  disasters."  This  is  starting  to  happen 
in  many  communities  around  the  country  as  well  as  here  at  home.  In  one  of  our  Hazard 
Mitigation  Grants,  recently  awarded  to  a  county  to  mitigate  road  damage,  a  mining  com- 
pany contributed  significantly  to  the  local  funding  match.  A  while  back,  when  a  small  town 
in  southern  Montana  was  severely  damaged,  the  railroad  which  ran  through  the  town  con- 
tributed heavy  equipment  and  operators  to  assist  in  mitigating  repetitive  damage.  Montana 
has  many  other  fine  examples  of  how  establishing  rapport  and  partnerships  can  break  the 
cycle.  We  at  DES  stand  ready  to  offer  our  assistance  in  any  way  we  can. 


Contributed  By: 

Larry  Akers 

SHMO 
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he  U.S.  Small  Business  Adminis- 
tration offers  opportunities  for  all 
Americans  to  start,  build  and  grow  their 
own  businesses  into  the  21st  century. 

Did  you  know  that  in  Fiscal  Year  1997 
the  SBA: 

'^-   maintained  a  guaranteed-loan  portfo- 
lio of  more  than  $29  billion  in  loans 
to  200,000  small  businesses  that  oth- 
erwise would  not  have  had  such  ac- 
cess to  capital? 

"*-   backed  over  49,400  loans  totaling  a 
record  $10.9  billion  to  America's 
small  businesses? 

^   made  a  record  2,700  investments 
worth  $2.37  billion 
through  its  venture 
capital  program? 


SBA 

*-   assumed  a  leadership  role  in  the  Pres- 
ident's Welfare-to-Work  Initiative  by 
encouraging  entrepreneurship  and 
linking  small  businesses  with  poten- 
tial employees? 


Did  you  know  that  America's  23  mil- 
lion small  businesses  - 

^-   employ  more  than  50  percent  of  the 
private  workforce. 

^-  generate  more  than  half  of  the  na- 
tion's gross  domestic  product,  and 


y 


\^ 
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^'  are  the  principal  source  of  new 
jobs? 


»•-.   provided  50,000 
loans  totaling  $1.1 
billion  to  disaster 
victims  for  residential,  personal 
property  and  business  losses? 

^  extended  management  and  technical 
assistance  to  nearly  900,000  small 
businesses  through  its  Service  Crops 
of  Retired  Executive  volunteers  and 
approximately  1,000  small  business 
development  center  locations? 


f(V' 


,ct^'- 


^ 


Call  us  at  1-800-U-ASK-SBA  or  visit 
our  website  at  www.sba.gov 


NOTICE:  The  Drought  Advisory  Committee  will  meet  .lune  11,  1998  at  9:30  a.m. 
in  the  Capitol.  Please  note  this  as  the  date  has  been  changed  from  June  4. 
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n  an  effort  to  provide  information  and  guidance  tools  for  those  affected  by  Exec- 
utive Order  12699,  the  Seismic  Safety  of  Federal  and  Federally  Assisted  or  Reg- 
ulated New  Building  Construction  (issued  by  President  Bush  in  1990),  FEMA's  Emer- 
gency Management  Institute  has  created  an  independent  study  course,  Building  for  the  Earthquake  of  To- 
morrow: Complying  with  Executive  Order  12699  (1997,  174  pp.,  free). 

While  this  course  was  created  to  explain  the  requirements  and  issues  surrounding  implementa- 
tion of  Executive  Order  12699,  the  publication  also  serves  as  an  introduction  to  the  causes  and 
effects  of  earthquakes  and  the  construction  of  earthquake-resistant  buildings.  In  addition,  it 
provides  information  on  the  evaluation  of  community  seismic  safety,  seismic  hazard  mitiga- 
tion, the  rationale  behind  seismic  provisions  in  building  codes,  liquefaction,  landslides, 
faults,  damping,  ductility  and  strength,  building  configuration,  and  stiffness.  Intended  for 
state  and  local  government  officials,  individual  or  group  enrollment  in  this  course  is  avail- 
able for  qualified  persons  at  no  charge. 

-""i-^^  To  obtain  more  information  about  this  course,  submit  written  requests  to 

the  FEMA  Independent  Study  Program,  Emergency  Management  Institute, 
16825  South  Seton  Avenue,  Emmitsburg,  MD  21727-9986. 


*  f/l y     hether  you're  looking  for  information  on  leasing  a  new  car 
W^  r  or  the  lowdown  on  being  executor  of  an  estate,  chances  are 

you'll  find  it  on  the  Web  Site  of  the  Consumer  Information  Center 
(www.pueblo.gsa.gov),  where  hundreds  of  handy  government  publica- 
tions -  some  of  which  would  come  with  a  charge  if  you  had  them 
mailed  to  you  -  are  available  for  free  viewing  on  your  screen.  A  cou- 
ple of  favorites:  "8  Things  You  Should  Know  About  Telemarketing 
Fraud"  (which  includes  the  helpful  fact  that  there's  "no  way  to  positively 
determine  whether  a  sales  call  is  on  the  up-and-up  simply  by  talking  with 
someone  on  the  phone")  and  "Life  Advise  About  an  IRS  Audit" 
(including  advice  on  businesses  that  are  likely  audit  targets  and  what  to 
do  —  don't  rush  and  don't  lie  —  if  it  happens  to  you). 

Jean  Sherman  Chatzky   "  ^^^si^ 
Money  magazine  editor 

As  printed  in  Parade 


Info  Onlini 


tfo^® 


«•  g^^^  A  traveling  display,  featuring  the  historic  earthquakes  of  Montana,  will  be  in  Helena 
k^»»"   w  throughout  the  months  of  June  and  July.  Many  interesting  facts  and  photographs  are 


•      included  on  this  display  and  remind  us  of  the  powerful  devastation  presented  by  this 
^«  ^^  J^^P  natural  phenomenon.  If  you  are  interested  in  viewing  it,  it  will  be  at  the  Helena  Middle 
%%^^  School  through  June  4  and  moved  to  the  City/County  Building  where  it  will  be  on  display 

throughout  July.  Take  the  time  to  see  these  impacting  photographs.   It's  a  part  of  our  history  we  do 
not  want  to  forget  and  you  may  even  be  inspired  to  better  prepare  yourself  for  our  next  earthquake. 

It's  a  great  opportunity  to  learn  about  and/or  reminisce  these  past  events.  Many  thanks  to  Paul  Spengler 
for  his  interest  and  efforts  in  getting  this  important  information  to  our  state.  If  you  are  interested  in  having 
this  display  in  your  community,  please  call  Monique  Lay  at  841-3963.   It  is  free  to  you  other  than  your 
time  invested  in  setting  it  up  at  your  location  and  dismantling  it  when  you  are  finished. 

^^ 
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Mof-e  n-orn... 
the  SBA 


FORT  WORTH,  TX  —  (May  14,  1998  —  Disasters  can  strike  anytime,  anywhere  taking 
many  forms.  They  can  be  weather  related,  earthquakes,  man-made,  anything  that  causes  widespread 
and  or  costly  damages. 

The  U.S.  Small  Business  Administration  (SBA)  serves  as  the  nation's  "Disaster  Bank,"  ready  to  assist 
with  low-interest,  long-temi  loans  following  a  federal  disaster  declaration.  Such  a  declaration  comes 
after  a  request  from  the  state's  governor  and  a  survey  of  the  area  by  federal  officials.  Based  on  the 
extent  of  the  damages  a  federal  declaration  may  be  made. 


There  are  three  types  of  SBA  loans: 


When  an  event  causes  physical  damages  severe  enough  to 
trigger  a  federal  disaster  declaration,  the  SBA  staff  of  pro- 
fessionals Is  ready  to  move  into  the  area  on  short  notice. 

-saBararaBT 


1  Homeowners  may  apply  for  up  to  $200,000  to 
cover  uninsured  or  underinsured  residential 
losses.  Homeowners  and  renters  may  borrow  up 
to  $40,000  to  repair  or  replace  personal  property  such  as  clothing,  furniture  cars.  etc. 

2  Non-fami  businesses  of  any  size  and  non-profit  organizations  may  apply  for  up  to  $1.5  million  to 
repair  or  replace  business  assets.  These  include  lost  working  capital,  inventory,  machinery  and 
equipment  damaged  by  the  disaster. 

3  Small  businesses  that  suffered  economic  losses  from  agricultural  disasters  may  apply  for  SBA's 
economic  injury  loans.  These  are  for  working  capital  and  can  be  as  high  as  SI. 5  million.  Farmers 
and  ranchers  are  not  eligible  for  these  loans,  but  may  qualify  for  assistance  from  other  federal 
agencies. 

Loans  can  be  for  interest  rates  as  low  as  3.5  percent  with  the  payback  spread  over  periods  up  to  30 
years  depending  on  the  repayment  ability  of  the  individual  applicant. 

When  an  event  causes  physical  damages  severe  enough  to  trigger  a  federal  disaster  declaration,  the 
SBA  staff  of  professionals  is  ready  to  move  into  the  area  on  short  notice.  They  assist  victims  in  apply- 
ing for  recovery  loans. 

When  any  type  of  disaster  strikes  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  the  SBA  is  ready  to  react.  SBA  loans 
provide  vital  assistance  in  getting  people  and  businesses  on  the  road  to  recovery  as  quickly  as  possible. 

To  find  out  more  about  SBA's  disaster  assistance  programs,  visit  the  SBA  web  site  at 

www.sba.gov/disaster 
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For  liability  reasons,  there  seems  to  be  a  trend  in 
counties  to  use  the  term  "Standard  Operating 
Guidelines"  (SOG)  rather  than  "Standard  Operat- 
ing Procedures"  (SOP).  Apparently  many  fire 
departments  in  Montana  and  some  emergency 
management  agencies  are  switching  to  the  new 
terminology  to  avoid  potential  legal  problems. 


Contributed  By: 

Bill  Thomas 

DES  District  I  Rep 


M       mm  understanding  is  that  FEMA  is  significantly  cutting  back  on  the  availability 
^->^    of  handout  materials.  It  would  be  advisable,  therefore,  to  place  orders  for  quan- 
tities of  handouts  right  away.  Publications  can  be  ordered  directly  from  FEMA  at: 

Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 

P.O.  Box  2012 

Jessup,  MD  20794-2012 

OR  fax  (301)  497-6378 

Refer  to  FEMA  Publications  Catalog 
(FEMA-20/August  1996).  Traditional  sources  (Helena 
District  Representative)  for  some  of  the  most  popular 
DES-related  handouts  are  drying  up.  Some  counties  are 
already  producing  their  own  handouts  to  put  in  public  liter- 
ature racks  in  city  and  county  buildings. 


The  Internet  -6ink.  or  6wi^ 

o\  Try:  http://oksw01.okanagan.bc.ca/libr/connect96/sarch.htm 


This  site  presents  an  entire  online  tutorial  in  using  Internet  search  tools  & 
techniques. 

Contributed  By: 

Bill  Thomas 

DES  District  1  Rep 
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e-mail  Updates: 

DES  District  IV normp@midrivers.com 

Butte/Silver  Bow wpuich@yahoo.com 


w 


! !  A-rrENT 


Please  Note:   The  State  Disaster  and^inei 
a  new  phone  number.   The  number  hichi 

@(406)  8^-3 


m 


The  DES  District  1  and  2  Representatives  will  be 
meeting  soon  with  County  Commissioners  in 
Beaverhead.  Madison,  and  .lefferson  Counties  to 
prepare  for  the  transition  to  the  new  districts. 

Contributed  By: 

Bill  Thomas 

DES  District  I  Rep 
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June  14 

June  21 

June  21. 

^}^J   September . 
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mergency  Services  Office  has 
hi  changed  from  444-691 1  to: 

Ml -3911 


m 


m 
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For  updated  infomiation  on  Disaster  Services,  check  out  the 
newly  updated  Salvation  Army  Web  Site  at; 

www.salvationarmy.usawest.org 


^fe(/ 


NOTICE:  The  Drought  Advisory  Committee  will  meet  June  1 1,  1998  at  9:30  a.m. 
in  the  Capitol.  Please  note  this  as  the  date  has  been  changed  from  June  4. 


http://vflylab.calstatela.edu/edesktop/VirtApps/VirtualEarthQuake/VQuakeIiitro.html 

This  nifty  "Virtual  Earthquake"  site  was  created  by  California 
State  University  -  Los  Angeles,  students  as  part  of  an  electronic 
desktop  project.  The  simulation  allows  students  and  others  to 
use  seismic  data  to  calculate  the  epicenter  and  magnitude  of  an 
imaginar>'  earthquake  in  any  of  four  geographic  areas.  Virtual 
Earthquake  carefully  guides  the  student  through  the  calculation 
and  then  shows  the  actual  epicenter  and  magnitude. 


County  Updates 


liATIN  COUNTY 

Mike  Hoey 


FAX  Fire  Dept  #:  582-2355 


DAYS! 


, Flag  Day 

, Father's  Day 

,1st  Day  of  Summer 
.Independence  Day 
Labor  Day 
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Safety  Net 

http :  //www.  state .  in .  us/safety  net 

A  comprehensive  site  devoted  to  emergency 

health  and  safety  information. 

Chemical  Emergencies 

http://www.epa.gov/swercepp 

EPA  site  offers  information  for  planning  for  and 

responding  to  chemical  emergencies. 
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Act  t^^owW 

A  special  announcement  from.  . 
FEMA's  Community  &  Family  Preparedness  Program 

FEMA  Issues  Call  for  Program  Case  Studies  on  Disaster  Education 


February  1998  --To  meet  the  growing  needs 
of  disaster  educators  nationwide.  FEMA's  Com- 
munity &  Family  Preparedness  (CFP)  Program  is 
expanding  its  "Good  Ideas  Book"  to  include  addi- 
tional information  and  case  studies  on  the  most 
effective  approaches  to  disaster  education. 


^  Your  "good  ideas"  can  help  others  make  a 
I  real  difference  in  disaster  education. 

I  By  drawing  upon  the  experiences  of  disaster 
k  educators  in  the  field,  the  CFP  Program 
y  seeks  to  contribute  to  the  growing  body  of 
J  knowledge  on  how  to  organize  and  run  an  ef- 
fective disaster  education  program. 


"Disaster  educators  look  to  their  peers  for  new  ideas,"  said  John  McKay,  Superinten- 
dent for  FEMA's  Emergency  Management  Institute.  "Whether  it's  a  simple  idea  or  a 
detailed  case  study,  we'd  like  to  hear  from  you." 

Information  is  requested  on  such  topics  as: 

*■  How  to  organize  community,  neighborhood,  workplace  &  school-based  programs. 

•^    How  to  build  effective  partnerships  and  leverage  financial  resources. 

*-  How  to  reach  persons  with  disabilities,  children  and  other  special  audiences. 

Once  the  ideas  and  case  studies  are  collected,  FEMA  plans  to  ex- 
pand its  Good  Ideas  Book  and  distribute  the  information  to  disaster 
educators  as  quickly  as  possible. 

If  you  know  about  any  unique  partnerships,  volunteer  projects  or 
innovative  approaches  to  disaster  education,  please  e-mail  a 
short  summary  to  valca.valentine@dc.ogilvypr.com  or  call  Ralph 
Swisher,  FEMA  CFP  Program  Manager  (202-646-3561). 


WHen  someone  gets  some  tfiing  for  not  fling, 
someone  eCse  gets  notfiingfor  somet fling 

-autfior  unsown 
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Congratulations! 


Dan  Sietsema  received  his  Professional  Devel- 
opment Series  certificate  of  completion  from  the 
Emergency  Management  Institute  On  May  1.   It 
was  presented  to  him  at  the  District  IV  Meeting. 

Good  Job,  Dan! 


Training  Catalog 
Available 


Training  policy/course  catalogs  have  been  mailed  to  all  counties. 
Please  keep  this  information  handy,  especially  when  doing  the 
training  needs  assessment.   If  you  have  any  ideas  for  improving 
the  catalog,  please  let  me  know.  This  is  the  first  run  and  I  am 
sure  I  missed  something  somewhere. 


7 


Fred  Naeher 
State  Training  Officer 


Have  you  completed  the  Professional  Develop- 
ment Series?  Not  sure?  Please  take  a  look  at 
the  following  table.   If  you  have  met  all  the  re- 
quirements, just  fill  it  out,  clip  and  mail  to  Fred 
Naeher.  We  will  take  it  from  there. 


j            Required  Courses: 

Course  Manager/Location 

—  ^  —  ^  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —1 

Date  Completed              j 

]G230-PrinciplesofEM 

IG235-Emergency  Planning 

JG240-Leadership  &  Influence 

IG241 -Decision  Making  and  Prob- 
lem Solving 

jG242-Effective  Communication 

lG244-Developing  Vol  Resources 

jG120-Exercise  Design 

____^_ _^  _  J 
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There  is  a  General  Admissions  Application  Short  Form 
(FEMA  Form  75-5a)  that  is  preferred  to  the  regular 
General  Admissions  Application  Form  (FEMA  Form  75-5) 
for  Invitation-only  courses.  The  short  form  is  a  one  page 
form. 


Both  forms  are  available  on  the  Internet  at  the  following 
addresses: 


http://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/tr.htm 
http://www.fema.gov/EMl/rclist.htm 

Users  will  need  to  download  the  form  using  a  right  mouse 
click,  selecting  "Save  Target  As,"  and  following  normal 
download  procedures.  To  view  and  print  the  forms,  users 
will  also  need  to  download  the  FREE  Adobe  Acrobat 
Reader.  Information  to  do  this  can  be  found  at: 

http://www.fema.gov/EMI/crslist.htm 

Click  on  the  yellow  "Get  Acrobat"  sign.  At  the  next 
screen,  scroll  down  until  you  see  the  yellow  "Get  Acrobat" 
signs  again.  Click  the  appropriate  sign  and  follow  the  in- 
structions provided.  If  you  have  difficulty,  please  consult 
your  local  computer  expert. 

Contributed  By: 
Fred  Naeher 
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ducation  and  training  opportunities 
'-     *     offer  participants  many  benefits  for 
both  individual  and  professional  development. 
Some  simple  tips  can  help  you  get  the  most  out 
of  this  time. 

Consider  the  following  suggestions: 

•  Arrive  on  time 

•  Have  a  backup  person  assigned  for  your 
key  job  activities  and  advise  those  who  may 
need  to  contact  you. 

•  Check  messages  once  a  day  rather  than 
during  each  break. 

•  Leave  pagers  &  cellular  phones  at  the  of- 
H  fice  or  turn  them  off  while  in  class. 

•  Participate  fully  in  discussions  and  other 
H   activities. 

•  Be  receptive  to  new  ideas. 

•  And,  once  the  course  is  over,  do  not  waste 
the  new  or  "remembered"  information. 
Put  it  into  practice.  Develop  action  plans  to 
help  you  apply  new  knowledge  and  skills. 


^M. 
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If  you  are  looking  for  good  photographic  images  for  planning, 
preparedness  or  survey  use,  check  out  this  article 


From  The  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Tuesday,  March  31,  1998 

A  Russian   "spy"  satellite  passed  over  the 
Bay  Area  this  past  weekend.    A  decade  ago, 
this  might  have  had  red  lights  flashing  at  the 
Pentagon.    But  last  week's  mission  was 
sponsored  by  a  U.S.  company  that  will  put 
images  captured  by  the  satellite  online,  so 
consumers  can  download  them  for  $13  to 
$25  per  photo. 


The  deal  was  cooked  up  by  John  Hoffman, 
president  of  Aerial  Images  in  North  Car- 
olina. He  has  spent  years  convincing  the 

U.S.  and  Russian  governments  to   i 

let  him  sell  the  sort  of  satellite       |  New  Spy  Satellites  Selling 

intelligence  that  used  to  be  James  I  Snapshots  Directly  Online 

°  i 

Bond's  stock  in  trade. 


There  are  other  eyes 

in  the  skies.  India  and 
"^         France  both  sell  satellite  images 
^  \  to  surveyors,  prospectors  and 

^  /^-i  _-•-    others  who  need  an  eagle's 
-  '  view.    The  Map  Factory  in  Wal- 
nut Creek  and  Image  Scans  in  Wheat  Ridge, 
Colorado,  both  sell  satellite  and  aerial  pho- 
tos from  several  sources.    What  distin- 
guishes Aerial  Images  —aside  from  the 
Kremlin  connection  —is  that  its  database  is 
on  the  Web  (http://www.terraserver.com.). 
Hoffman  predicts  that  consumers  as  well  as 
professionals  will  buy  his  satellite  pictures 
because  it's  so  easy. 


"The  key  meeting  occurred  in  Moscow  in 
1994,"  Hoffman  said.    "We  met  with  a  room 
full  of  colonels  and  generals.  It  was  like 
something  out  of  a  spy  novel."  After  getting 
permission  from  Moscow,  Hoffman  raised 
$30  million  from  U.S.  investors  to  launch  a 
Russian  satellite.    Since  February  it  has 
been  photographing  the  world.  Hoffman  has 
exclusive  rights  to  sell  its  output. 


Pick  a  region  —  Zoom  in 
on  the  image  —  Punch  in 
your  credit  card  —  Down- 
load the  image.    ""The  res- 
olution is  good  enough  to 
tell  whether  your  neighbor  has  a  car  or  an 
RV  in  their  backyard,"  Hoffman  said.  ""But 
you  can't  tell  whether  it's  a  Ford  or  a  Chevy." 

For  that,  peeking  over  the  fence  would  be 
easier.  But  a  neighborhood  group  might 
download  a  picture  and  use  it  to  illustrate 
how  a  shopping  center  or  housing  tract 
would  change  an  area. 
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Editor's  Note:  This  article  was  provided  to  you  to 
show  you  how  technology  has  advanced  and  how  we 
as  emergency  managers  can  use  it  to  our  advantage. 
In  no  way  do  I  intend  to  promote  the  mentioned  indi- 
vidual or  any  other  similar  service. 
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^^he  Fall  SERC/TERC/LEPC  Conference 
X      (formerly  "Fall  Training,"  but  not  since 
1993)  will  be  have  the  theme  of  "Understand- 
ing Terrorism:  Start  to  Finish"  and  will  be 
held  at  the  Cottonwood  Inn  in  Glasgow, 
hosted  by  DES  District  IV.  The  dates  of  the 
conference  are  September  16  and  17,  1998. 
The  format  will  be  similar  to  last  year's, 
where  we  took  flammable  liquids  from  start 
to  finish,  production  to  point  of  sale.  This 
year  we  hope  to  take  you  on  a  motorcycle 
tour  of  terrorism,  from  intelligence  to  prose- 
cution, with  stops  along  the  way  for  weapons 
of  mass  destruction,  target  assessment,  stress 
management,  and  crime  scene  analysis.  We 
are  currently  finalizing  the  arrangements  for 
speakers,  which  tentatively  include  Tim 
Stavnes  (Billings  FD,  Army  Reserve),  Bryan 
Costigan  (MT,  LESD,  CID),  Grady  Bray 
(Ph.D.,  Mass  Casualty  Management),  Daniel 
Morgan  (EPA,  CID),  Craig  Palmer  (MHP) 
and  someone  from  the  FBI  and  U.S.  Attor- 
ney's Office,  and  of  course,  the  man  in  the 
orange  jumpsuit! 

Contributed  by: 

Fred  Cowie 

SERC  Staff  Person 
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We  are  about  to  enter  the  sixth  and  final 
year  of  the  original  USDOT  HMEP  grant 
program.  (At  this  time,  I  am  told  it  is 
probable  that  the  HMEP  grant  program 
will  receive  another  multi-year  funding 
package,  but  Congress  has  not  passed  that 
legislation  as  of  this  writing.  There  are 
still  16  months  left  on  the  original  six-year 
grant  period.)  The  performance  periods  for 
these  grants  coincide  with  the  federal  fis- 
cal year.  October  1 -September  30. 

The  1998  fiscal  year  grant  package  will  be 
virtually  the  same  as  the  previous  years,  I 
will  be  working  on  finalizing  the  grant  ap- 
plication package  in  May  and  will  be  send- 
ing out  request-for-application-package 
letters  to  the  LEPC  chairs  (and  a  copy  to 
DES  Coordinators)  in  early  June,  with  ap- 
plications due  back  in  mid-August,  and 
awards  to  be  out  in  mid-to-late  September, 
ready  for  the  start  date  of  October  1.  1998. 
Any  LEPC  interested  in  putting  in  a  grant 
application  should  understand  that  the  first 
cut  in  the  review  process  addresses  the  vi- 
ability of  the  LEPC:  did  it  meet  regularly, 
have  real  agendas  and  minutes  and  show 
signs  of  being  an  active  organization.  If 
the  organization  meets  and  passes  the  test, 
then  the  project  itself  is  reviewed:  need, 
project  viability,  fiscal  soundness, 
scheduling,  management  of  project,  etc. 


I  would  suggest  that  any  LEPC  that  wishes 
to  apply  for  the  first  time  should  talk  to  a 
previous  grant  awardee  and  discuss  the 
process  and  projects.  Peers  are  always  the 
best  source  of  information,  since  they 
work  at  the  same  level  and  encounter  the 
same  kind  of  issues.  Some  DES  Coordi- 
nators who  have  had  successfial  projects  in 
the  past  are  Cindy  Mullaney,  Pondera; 
Wilma  Puich,  Butte/Silver  Bow;  Linda 
Williams,  Choteau;  Tootie  Marks,  Fergus 
inter  alia;  Paul  Spengler,  Lewis  &  Clark; 
and  the  Charlies,  Hanson  in  Liberty/Toole 
and  Comer,  Lincoln.  Of  course,  any  good 
grantwriter  or  project  developer  will  be 
able  to  give  you  good  advice.  Then,  fi- 
nally, you  can  always  call  me,  as  almost 
all  of  the  aforementioned  folks  have  done 
regularly.  Good  luck  on  grants  and  all  of 
your  projects! 

Contributed  By: 

Fred  Cowie,  DES  HazMat  & 

Grants  Management  Programs 
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n  March  10.  1998  at  7:35  a.m.,  tragedy 
struck  the  tiny  community  of  Buffalo, 
Montana  when  a  school  bus  from  Hobson 
School  District  crossed  the  tracks  in  front  of  a 
train.  Two  teenage  brothers  were  killed  in  the 
accident. 

FACTS: 

^  Location:  Buffalo  Canyon  Road,  three 
miles  west  of  Highway  191,  16.6  miles 
southwest  of  Moore  in  Fergus  County. 

*-   A  rural  area,  gravel  road  covered  with  light 
snow.  The  road  is  straight  and  level.  Skies 

were  clear  with  8-10  mile     

per  hour  winds. 

^-    Vehicle  #1:  48  Passenger 
1995  Ford  school  bus,  east- 
bound 

^    Vehicle  #2:   1985  electro- 
motive model  GP50  a  Burlington  Northern 
Santa  Fe  Train  Engine,  5 1  cars.  6  engines.  4 
engines  on  line,  train  was  southbound  on  a 
west  to  east  route.  Estimated  speed  of  the 
train  was  between  45  and  49  miles  per  hour. 

^-    All  train  warning  signs  visible.  No  defects 
detected  in  the  train's  warning  devices. 

At  7:40  a.m..  I  received  a  call  from  Gayle.  the 
Deputy  Coordinator.  She  informed  me  of  the 
incident.  (I  cannot  receive  most  radio  traffic  on 
the  repeaters,  so  when  an  incident  occurs,  Gayle 
calls  me  to  make  sure  I  am  aware  of  it).  At  this 
time,  1  reported  to  dispatch.  The  dispatcher  was 
calling  me  as  I  walked  in. 

There  was  only  one  dispatcher  on  duty.  Fergus 
County  dispatches  for  three  counties  (Fergus, 
Judith  Basin  and  Petroleum).  Often  times  de- 
tention officers  assist  with  the  phones.  Due  to 
the  number  of  calls  from  parents  that  did  not 
know  which  bus  was  involved,  I  was  also  asked 
to  help. 

The  accident  was  somewhat  complicated  b>  the 
fact  that  the  bus  was  from  Judith  Basin  Count)', 
but  the  incident  occurred  in  Fergus  County. 


/"y^'wo  teenage  brothers  were 
-Z     killed  in  the  accident. 


Disaster.... 
Anytime,  Anypiace 

This  made  Judith  Basin  Count}  "s  involvement  in  the 
incident  significantly  less  than  that  of  Fergus  County. 

An  exercise  for  the  Montana  State  Mental  Health 
Nursing  Care  Center  was  scheduled  for  10:00  a.m. 
that  morning.  During  a  lull  in  calls  to  dispatch,  it  was 
agreed  to  cancel  the  e.xercise  until  a  later  date. 
After  notifications  were  made  to  local  CEO's.  State 
DES  and  the  District  Repre- 
sentative. 1  \\  as  asked  by  the 
Sheriff  to  assist  with  calls 
from  parents  and  the  news  me- 
dia. We  received  calls  from 
the  news  media  from  all  over  the  countrv'.  For  this 
event  the  Sheriff  handled  the  Public  Information  and 
did  a  great  job.  I  was  amazed  at  how  fast  this  infor- 
mation traveled  at  times.  All  phone  lines  were  busy. 
The  two  of  us  could  not  keep  up  with  the  calls. 

Murphy's  Law  held  true.  We  had  another  incident.  A 
head-on  collision  on  the  east  side  of  Lewistown  with 
one  minor  injury.  The  Sheriff  BLM  Ranger,  and  one 
ambulance  with  crew  responded  to  it.   When  rural  am- 
bulances heard  the  page  for  the  second  ambulance, 
they  started  putting  their  crews  on  stand-b\ .  They  do 
this  by  doing  a  call  tree  notification. 

Around  1  1 :00  a.m..  the  Sheriff  Gene  Couch  informed 
me  that  the  National  Transportation  Safet\'  Board 
(NTSB)  would  be  arriving  that  afternoon.  The  next 
day.  part  of  the  team  was  in.  and  briefing  place  and 
times  were  set.  8:00  a.m.  each  morning  at  the  Yogo 
Inn.  They  call  them  progress  meetings.  At  the  first 
meeting,  the  team  leader  went  over  the  meeting.  No 
News  Media  and  No  Attorneys  would  be  allowed  to 
attend.  One  attorney  did  tr>  and  was  asked  to  leave. 

The  second  day,  NTSB  contacted  me  and  asked  if 
they  could  come  and  ask  me  some  questions.  As  it 
turned  out.  Tom  Killham.  the  Incident  Commander 
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(Conlimied  from  page  20) 

for  this  incident,  was  in  my  office  when  he  arrived. 
Some  of  the  questions  he  asked  were  about  county 
preparedness,  e.g.,  do  you  have  an  EOC?,  was  it 
activated?.  He  then  asked  to  see  the  SOP.  He  also 
asked  to  see  our  County  EOP  and  wanted  to  know 
how  it  had  been  developed.  He  was  told  that  a 
meeting  had  been  set  up  with  department  heads 
and  CEO's  from  throughout  the  county.  Forty 
seven  people  attended.  The  departments  attending 
took  on  the  task  of  writing  the  plan.  The  next  day 
he  asked  if  he  could  have  a  copy  of  our  EOP  which 
we  supplied.  He  asked  how  the  Incident  Comman- 
der was  identified.  He  was  told  that  this  was  deter- 
mined by  pre-identifying  an  IC  in  the  EOP  for  ev- 
ery incident.  Tom's  presence  was  a  big  help  as  he 
explained  Fergus  County  capabilities  and  training 
in  regards  to  ICS.  We  also  told  him  we  had  done 
an  exercise  of  this  nature  a  couple  years  ago.  He 
asked  if  we  had  a  school  transportation  plan.  We 
explained  we  did  but  that  it  was 
not  applicable  for  this  incident  as 
the  bus  was  from  another  county. 
When  mutual  aid  was  brought  up, 
he  did  not  seem  very  familiar  with 
it  so  it  was  explained  to  him. 

!  would  like  to  say  he  was  very 
nice  and  unintimidating  as  he  in- 
terviewed us  for  close  to  two 
hours. 

The  only  real  resource  request  we 

received  was  for  some  warm 

clothing.  This  was  for  one  of  the 

ladies  with  the  NTSB  team.  She  was  from  Texas 

and  had  forgotten  hers.  These  items  were  supplied 

and  delivered  to  the  ICP. 

The  incident  was  very  stressful  to  everyone,  espe- 
cially since  children  were  involved.  I  am  also  the 
Critical  Incident  Stress  Management  (CISM)  Coor- 
dinator and  was  asked  to  set  up  debriefing  ses- 
sions. It  was  decided  by  the  Lewistown  Ambu- 
lance Coordinator  that  a  defusing  was  necessary 
for  those  responders  that  came  into  the  hospital. 


This  was  taken  care  of  before  they  left  the  hospital. 
We  then  set  a  debriefing  for  Wednesday  night  in 
Hobson  for  EMS  personnel.  Then  another  to  ad- 
dress the  needs  of  Fire,  Law  and  Dispatchers  from 
both  counties  in  Lewistown,  Thursday  night. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  quote  the  News  Argus 
editor,  Greg  Little.  "The  driver  of  a  Hobson  school 
bus  has  been  cited  for  three  misdemeanor  crimes. 
Fergus  County  Attorney,  Tom  Meissner  decided 
against  any  felony  charges  against  Stuart  Abbott". 

The  three  misdemeanor  charges  filed  against  Stuart 

Abbott  are: 

^    Failure  to  proceed  safely  across  a  railroad 

crossing. 
^    Failure  to  open  school  bus  door  while  stopped 

at  a  railroad  crossing. 
^    Endangering  the  welfare  of  children. 

For  the  first  two  counts, 
Abbott  could  have  received 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  $10 
nor  more  than  $  1 00  for 
each  count.  The  third 
count  carries  a  maximum 
fine  of  $500  and  up  to  six 
months  in  jail  or  both. 

Mr.  Abbott  pled  guilty  and 
received  $300  in  fines. 

The  Sheriff,  Gene  Couch, 
commented  that  due  to  co- 
operation on  everyone's 
part,  the  event  was  well-handled. 

I  would  also  like  to  say  thanks  to  Martha  Smith, 
Cindy  Mullaney,  Marty  Dirden  and  the  State  DES 
Staff  for  the  help  they  offered  and  their  concern 
during  and  after  this  tragic  event. 

Contributed  By; 

Tootie  Marks 

Fergus  County  DES 
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Need  a  Job? 


y^-r-'ht  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  is  seeking  applicants  for 
-Z      full-time  assignments  as  members  of  FEMA's  National  Federal  Coordi- 
nating Officer  Cadre,  to  ensure  the  availability  of  expert  staff  to  perfonn  top 
management  functions  and  provide  leadership  in  disaster  field  operations.  In- 
cumbents will  be  responsible  for  all  programs  and  systems  established  under 
a  Presidential  Disaster  Declaration  to  provide  disaster  assistance  to  affected 
communities,  and  will  coordinate  all  available  resources  of  Federal,  State  and 
local  authorities,  as  well  as  participating  voluntary  agencies,  to  achieve  re- 
covery objectives.  Incumbents  will  develop  plans  and  strategies,  coordinate 
long-term  recovery  and  mitigation  efforts,  and  maintain  financial  oversight  of 
programs.  These  are  Career,  Schedule  A,  E.xcepted  Service  appointments 
without  time  limits.  Extensive,  long-term  travel  to  disaster  operations  could 
be  up  to  80%  of  the  year. 

Candidates  must  have  knowledge  of,  and  experience  in,  emergency  manage- 
ment programs  and  disaster  operations;  knowledge  of  Federal,  State,  and  lo- 
cal government  processes;  expert  management  skills  and  experience  with  or- 
ganizational leadership  in  crisis  situations;  and  top-level  financial  manage- 
ment skills.  In  addition,  candidates  must  be  experienced  in  media  and  public 
affairs  liaison  activities;  possess  a  strong  ability  to  analyze  complex  issues 
and  develop  strategies;  and  be  able  to  communicate  effectively  orally  and  in 
writing. 

To  apply,  please  send  an  application  (SF171  or  OF612)  or  resume  to: 
FEMA,  Attn:  S.  Miller,  Building  409,  P.O.  Box  129,  Berryville,  Virginia 
2261 1 .  For  a  vacancy  announcement,  please  call  (800)  879-6076,  or  access 
FEMA's  website  at  www.fema.gov. 

Must  be  a  U.S.  citizen;  EOE. 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  all  positions  are  filled. 
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1998  Potter  Memorial  Award 

*  /\^g     arty  Dirden,  Blaine  County  Disaster  and  Emergency  Services  Co- 
^/  fJL      ordinator,  was  presented  the  1998  Potter  Memorial  Award  by 
Montana  Association  President  Charlie  Hanson  during  the  Governor's  lun- 
cheon at  the  1998  Governor's  Conference. 

Marty  was  appointed  the  DES  Coordinator  in  1989.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Association  every  year.  He  has  served  on  numerous 
working  teams  and  committees.  He  has  served  the  entire  DES  Program  in  a 
manner  above  reproach  during  his  "every  year"  declared  disaster  or  emer- 
gency. He  has  attended  almost  every  meeting  of  the  Association,  missing  only 
when  priorities  of  the  county  demanded  his  attention. 

Marty  is  deserving  of  this  award,  which  is  the  highest  award  presented  in 
the  Montana  DES  Program.  This  award,  which  is  given  every  two  years, 
is  presented  to  a  recipient  who  is  selected  by  the  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Nominees  from  the  membership  are  encouraged. 

Contributed  By: 

Wilma  Puich 

Butte/Silver  Bow  County  DES 
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ave  you  ever  found  just  the 
information  you  were  looking 


for  on  the  Internet.. .except  that  it  was 

in  French  (or  Spanish  or  German),  a 

language  you  hadn't  read  or  spoken 

since  those  faded  freshman  days  decades 

ago?  Or  have  you  ever  wanted  to  send  some  information  to  a 

colleague  in  Brazil  (or  Mexico  or  Italy),  but  you  couldn't 

provide  it  in  her  or  his  native  tongue? 

We,  AltaVista  -  the  search  engine  company  that  seems  to 
index  everything  on  the  Net  -  now  provides  a  translation 
engine: 

http://babelfish.altavista.digital.com 


that  will  translate  documents  in  English  to  French,  Spanish, 
German,  Italian,  or  Portuguese  and  vice-versa.  You  can  submit 
plain  text  or  refer  the  translator  to  a  Web  page,  which  it  will 
then  tackle.  The  translations  can  be  somewhat  crude,  but  they 
can  also  help  make  sense  of  an  article  that  would  otherwise  re- 
main opaque.  Give  it  a  try  .  .  . 


Spiffy 
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tate^ot  Montana 


Disaster  &  Emergency  Services  Division 
P.O.  Box   4789 

100  North  Main 
Helena,  Montana   59604-4789 
•ff7406)84T-39Tl  fax  (406)  841-3965 


{^First  Class  Mail 


^^"f^"^a  State  Documents 
distribution  Center 
State  Library 

I^EADHEAD  MAIL 


The  Montana  Disaster  and  Emergency  Services  Newsletter  is  a  quarterly  publication  of  the  Disaster  and  Emergency  Services 
Division.   It  is  funded,  in  part,  by  a  grant  from  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency.  Contnbutions  of  articles  and 
ideas  are  w/elcome  and  encouraged    The  deadlines  for  submitting  articles  for  the  1997  editions  are:  February  15  for  the 
March  issue:  May  1 5  for  the  June  issue:  August  1 5  for  the  September  issue  and  November  1 5  for  the  December  issue    The 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  edit  for  clarity  and  length    The  articles  in  this  newsletter  do  not  constitute  official  policy 


Questions  regarding  articles  may  be  addressed  to: 

DES  Newsletter  Editor,  Monique  T  Lay 

1100  North  Mam 

P  O  Box  4789 

Helena,  Montana  59604-4789 


8(406)841-3963 
(ft  (406)  841-3965 
S  mlay@mt  gov 


This  publication  has  been  financed,  in  whole  or  in  part.  b\  llie  Federal  Ijiiergenc)  Management  .Agenes .   The 
contents  do  not  necessarily  relleel  the  views  or  policies  of  the  l-ederal  llmergenc>  Manageiiienl  .Agency 
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285  copies  of  this  public  documenl  were  published  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $1.00  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $285.00.  whicfi  includes 
$285.00  for  printing  and  $.00  for  distribution. 


